
FLIP SIDE: viewing life through God’s eyes                                         
Week One take away 

 
 
1 Name one person in your life you need to challenge about his/her behavior. 
(Remember, this has to be someone you are lovingly committed to such as a family 
member, close friend or colleague.) 
 
2 Be specific about the issue that needs to be addressed.                                                           
Be clear in your mind and heart about why you are addressing it: it’s not about you, it’s 
about the other person and leading him/her back to wholeness, back to a healthy 
relationship, and back to God.  
 
3 How can you help them? 
--specific, intentional, daily prayer.                                                                                                
--read the Bible for guidance.  
--without revealing the name of the person or the issue,   
   ask others to pray for your “special intention”. 
--raise the issue in a gentle, loving, compassionate way. 
(To avoid the heat of the moment, write down beforehand what you plan to say,        
how you will say it, and when you will say it).   
 
4 Continue to pray and remain connected to the person throughout this process. 
Don’t close any doors. Don’t end the relationship unless every avenue has been tried, 
and only as a very last resort.  
 
5 Trust in God and know the Lord has a plan for each and every person that results in 
salvation.  
 
And the FLIP SIDE….. 
 
1 What is one area of your life where you need to be challenged?  
(a greater commitment to prayer or worship, a health issue,       a relationship issue, 
financial problem, bad habit, etc.) 
 
2 Name a person close to you that can challenge you. 
 
3 How specifically can this person do this for you? 
(pray for you or with you, discuss the issue with you, work with you in finding help and 
discovering solutions, etc.) 
  
4 This week, tell this person about your issue and give them permission to help you. 
 
5 Accept their help in a loving way.  See it as Christ calling you to change and new life. 



Romans 8: 13-10 
Brothers and sisters: 
Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 
The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet, ” 
and whatever other commandment there may be, 
are summed up in this saying, namely, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Love does no evil to the neighbor; 
hence, love is the fulfillment of the law. 
 

FLIP SIDE: viewing life through God’s eyes Message 
Week Two take away 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross     No Pain, No Gain 
 

DYING TO SELF  (source unknown)                                                
When you are forgotten, or neglected and you don't hurt with the insult or the 
oversight, but your heart is happy, that is DYING TO SELF 

When your wishes are crossed, your advice disregarded, your opinions ridiculed, and 
you refuse to let anger rise in your heart, or even defend yourself, but take in all in 
patient, loving silence, that is DYING TO SELF 

When you lovingly and patiently bear any disorder, any irregularity, any tardiness, or any 
annoyance; when you stand face-to-face with waste, folly, extravagance, and endure it 
as Jesus endured, that is DYING TO SELF 

When you are content with any food, any offering, any climate, any society, any 
clothing, any interruption by the will of God, that is DYING TO SELF 

When you never care to refer to yourself in conversation, or to record your own good 
works, or itch after commendations, when you can truly love to be unknown,                
that is DYING TO SELF 

When you can see your brother or sister prosper and can honestly rejoice with him in 
spirit and feel no envy, nor question God, while your own needs are far greater and in 
desperate circumstances, that is DYING TO SELF 

When you can receive correction and reproof from one of less stature than yourself and 
can humbly submit inwardly as well as outwardly, finding no rebellion or resentment 
rising up within your heart, that is DYING TO SELF 

Here are excerpts from today’s readings: 



“Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.”  Philippians 2: 6ff 
______________________________________________ 

Jesus said to Nicodemus,  “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life. 
 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
might be saved through him.  John 3: 14-17 

 

Flip Side Message Series Week Three take away                                                     
Life’s not fair, but God is just 

 
Mrs. Gump:  “Life's a box of chocolates, Forrest.  You never know what you're gonna 
get.” 
Forrest Gump: “Mama always had a way of explaining things so I could understand 
them.”   From the movie Forrest Gump (1994) 
 
This we know: 
1.  There is a God.    AND     2.  It is not you. 
We live in a busy, complicated, messy world.  We experience triumphs, joys and 
celebrations.  And, we experience challenges, sorrows and disappointments.  This is our 
human condition.  But, every moment matters!  So, you have two choices:  1.  Deal with 
and accept the precious life God has given to you.   OR    2.  Don’t. 
If we accept God into our lives, then we accept His plan for our lives. 
Ways to work towards accepting God’s plan for you: 
1.      Pray.  If you don’t communicate with God, then you won’t know His plan for you. 
2.      Think of at least 3 triumphs, joys and celebrations to thank God for giving to you 
in your life: 
_____________________________________________  
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 
3.      Write down current challenges, sorrows or disappointments you want God to 
know: 
_____________________________________________  
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________ 



4.      Pray again.  Pray for the gift of understanding God’s plan that He has for you as 
His beloved son or daughter.  Pray in your own words or use the Prayer for the Gift of 
Understanding. 
 

A Prayer for the Gift of Understanding 
(Author: Unknown) 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

grant me the gift of understanding. 
Help me to understand the feelings of others, 

the desires of others, 
the goals of others. 
At the same time, 

help me to understand myself 
in my actions and reactions. 

Widen my vision beyond my own small world 
to embrace with knowledge and love the worlds of others. 

Help me, Lord, to always see you at work in my own life 
and in the lives of others. 

Bless me with insight, 
acceptance and love 

that is tempered by you 
who are all things to all people. 
Help me to understand, Lord. 

Amen. 
 

FlipSide: Viewing life through God’s eyes                                                              
Week Four    Don’t just say it, live it! 

The challenge this week is to do an honest assessment of your commitment to living as 
a disciple.  Rate yourself in each area by circling the response that best describes where 
you are now. 
 
Worship  rate your commitment to weekly worship: 
I’m here every week   -   1 or 2x a month   -    a few times a year  
 
Prayer   other than Mass, how often do you take time to pray? 
2-3x a day  -  daily  -  1-2x  a week -  1-2x  a month  -   rarely 
 
Ministry   how involved are you in ministry at St. Pius? 
I serve in a ministry(ies)   -   I am considering getting involved  -  



I am not in a ministry 
 
Mission (serving those in need)  rate your commitment: 
I serve in a mission opportunity -  I want to get involved  -  I am not open to mission at 
this time 
 
Small groups (for faith sharing)   
I am presently in a small group   -   I plan to join a small group - 
I am not open to joining a small group at this time 
 
If you admit your rating is lower than you want it to be, consider the 
opportunities below to grow as a disciple of Christ.  
 
Worship 
Attend daily Mass (M-F at 9am), arrive early for weekend Mass to read over the 
scriptures, invite a friend or family member to Mass, reflect on the ‘take away’ during the 
week. 
 
Prayer suggestions 
Take 5 minutes at the start or end of your day to pray. 
Read the bible for 5 minutes a day (try Psalms or the Gospels). 
Pray the rosary. 
Stop by on Thursday for silent adoration (9:30am-8pm). 
 
Ministry  
Consider one of our new Restore ministries: 
      Greeter (arrive 15 mins. before Mass to greet folks) 
      Cafe (serve in our cafe before or after Mass) 
     _Ops Team (stay around for 15 mins. after your Mass to   
                         prepare the church for the next Mass) 
     _Tech Team (screens for worship, graphic design for 
                          ministries, communication) 
     _Pius2U (our info station in the entranceway open for 30 
                    mins. before & after weekend Masses) 
     _SLAM: (children’s worship for K- 5th grade during weekend  
                   Masses: guide children to and from church, help  
                   with set up, creating content or presenting) 
If you checked off one of these and would like to be contacted, print this out, provide 
the following then drop this in the collection basket.  
Name:________________________    Phone: ______________________ 
Email:__________________________________ 
 
Mission 
Donate to our Sharing Pantry, Poor Box, volunteer for our next adult Habitat trip, find 
out more about our Honduras mission 



 
Small Groups (for faith sharing) 
Our next sign up for Small Groups will take place on Sunday October 5 at 6pm in our 
parish hall. 
 
 

Restore!                                                                                                                                          
• weekend worship   •ministry    •mission   •personal holiness    •small groups 

 
 


